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“Every love story is beautiful, but yours is my favorite. 
Every photograph is a memory, but yours are my masterpieces.”  
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Welcome to the ultimate guide of engagement  

[ W E L C O M E & I N T R O D U C T I O N ]

photography & videography

We customize each session to tell your
personal story, focusing on a relaxed and
guided experience that captures the
essence of your love.

Thank you for choosing us to capture your
engagement. This guide offers insights
and tips from experienced photographers
and videographers to ensure your photos
and videos reflect your unique
relationship. 

a. A lovely welcome



INTRODUCTION

a. A lovely welcome

As you embark on this exciting journey,
remember that each photograph and
video shot during your engagement
session will become a part of your
lasting legacy. These images are more
than just pictures; they are a
celebration of your love and a prelude
to your upcoming wedding day. With
our expertise, we aim to create visuals
that you will cherish, visuals that will
remind you of your love's beginning
every time you view them.

Please feel free to reach out with any
questions you may have about this
guide or to discuss any specifics about
your upcoming session. We are here to
make your engagement session as
seamless and joyful as possible. Let's
create memories that will last a lifetime.





Give your loved ones a glimpse into where it
all started. An engagement session is a
unique opportunity to capture the essence
of your relationship before the big day. It
acts as a beautiful rehearsal, allowing you to
refine your poses, perfect your smiles, and
see how you both shine on camera.

These moments not only prepare you for
your wedding day photography but also
ensure that you look impeccable in every
shot.

b. Engagement Session 



beneficialWhy an Engagement session 
is 

1. Familiarity with the camera:
An engagement session allows you to get comfortable
with the camera and the process of being photographed.
It’s a chance to experiment with poses and expressions
in a low-pressure setting, ensuring that you’ll look your
best when it matters most.

2. Building a relationship with your
 photographer & Videographer: 

This session is a crucial time to build rapport with the
person who will be capturing your wedding day. It’s
about creating a connection, so you feel relaxed and
natural, allowing for genuine and heartfelt images.

b. Engagement Session 



3. Preview of professional work:
You will receive a preview of your photographer’s work
with the engagement photos, giving you confidence in
their ability to deliver stunning images for your wedding.

4. Versatile Usage of images:
The photos from your engagement session can be
creatively used for save-the-date cards, wedding
invitations, or even a wedding website. They add a
personal touch to your wedding preparations and give
guests a glimpse into your love story.

5. A lasting memory:
These photos will be a treasured keepsake, a reminder
of your time before marriage, enriching your family
archives with images filled with love and anticipation.

b. Engagement Session 

Why an Engagement session 
is beneficial



Engagement sessions are an invaluable part
of the wedding journey. They not only
prepare you for the big day but also provide
a suite of images that celebrate your pre-
wedding romance. This session ensures that
when your wedding day arrives, you’re
ready, confident, and excited to step in
front of the camera. 

Let’s make this experience a foundational
stone of your love story, captured
beautifully to look back on for years to
come.

CONCLUSION

b. Engagement Session 



a. How to choose a location that reflects your and style 
[ I N T I A L  P R E P A R A T I O N ]

Choosing the perfect location for your
engagement photos is crucial as it adds a
personal touch to each frame and tells your
unique story. Here’s how you can select a
setting that truly reflects your personal style
and narrates your love story beautifully.



a. How to choose a location that reflects your and style 

Start by considering what defines
you as a couple. Are you adventurers
who love the great outdoors, or do
you prefer the cozy ambiance of a
café where you had your first date?
Reflecting on your shared
experiences and interests can help
pinpoint locations that are
meaningful and resonant.

Understand yourstory

Diversity in location can bring a
dynamic element to your photos.
Think about incorporating different
backdrops that offer a range of
textures and color.

Considervariety



Look by

a. How to choose a location that reflects your and style 

symbolism
Places with personal significance
can add depth to your photos.
Perhaps there’s a bench where you
shared an important conversation or
a beach where you walked on your
first getaway together. These spots
have stories embedded in them that
can make your photos even more
special.



a. How to choose a location that reflects your and style 

While an exotic location might look
spectacular, consider practical
aspects like accessibility,
permissions required for shooting,
the best time of day for the perfect
lighting, and the level of privacy
you’ll have during the session. 

Assess thepracticalities

The season when you take your
photos can dramatically affect the
ambiance of your shoot. A lush green
park in summer, colorful leaves in
autumn, or a snowy landscape in
winter all provide unique and
compelling backdrops that can
enhance the mood and aesthetic of
your engagement photos.

Seasonalconsiderations





a. How to choose a location that reflects your and style 

Match the location with yourphotographic style
Choose a location that resonates with
your desired photo style to significantly
influence the mood of your image:

European Elegance: Opt for settings with classic architecture
or ornate gardens for a sophisticated, timeless look.

Rustic Charm: Consider natural backdrops like forests or
barns to enhance a laid-back, earthy aesthetic.

Modern Urban: Urban areas with dynamic features like
skyscrapers and street art create a vibrant, contemporary
vibe.

Seaside Serenity: Beaches offer a serene setting ideal for
minimalist, romantic photos.



a. How to choose a location that reflects your and style 

We can offer insights into what
locations work best for certain styles
or times of day. They might suggest
hidden gems or advise on the best
times for capturing the ideal light
conditions. Their experience could
be invaluable in making your photos
exceptional.

Consult with yourphotographer



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Southern California 
Beaches

Crystal Cove, Newport Beach: 
A picturesque seaside oasis with
golden sands and crystal-clear
waters.

Victoria Beach, Laguna Beach:  
Known for its secluded sands
and famous pirate tower.

El Matador State Beach:
Features stunning rock
formations and dramatic ocean
views.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Santa Barbara Beach:
Offers a serene backdrop with a
historic wharf.

Manhattan Beach: 
Iconic pier and vibrant coastal
scene. 

Santa Monica Pier - Santa M:
Classic pier with a bustling
amusement park. 

Bluff Cove - 
Rancho Palos Verdes: 
Dramatic cliffs offering
expansive ocean vistas.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Venice Beach and Canal -
Venice: Eclectic atmosphere
with unique canal-side views.

Sunset Cliffs:
Renowned for it stunning cliff-
side sunsets. 

Torrey Pines State Reserve:
Natural wilderness with
breathtaking seaside cliffs.

Point Dume: 
Offers panoramic views and secluded
coves.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Rat Beach: 
Less crowded with serene
beach landscapes. 

Urban Settings

Downtown Los Angeles: 
Vibrant cityscapes with modern
and historical architecture. 

Pasadena City Hall: 
Stunning architecture with
beautifully manicured gardens.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Vista Hermosa Park - Downtown
LA: Urban oasis with striking city
skyline views.

Walt Disney Concert Hall -
Downtown LA:
Iconic, modern architecture with
dynamic angels. 

Melrose Ave - Hollywood: 
Trendy street know for its
vibrant murals and shopping.

LA Bridge / Grand Park /
Department of Water and Power
- Downtown LA:
Iconic bridges and reflective
pools with skyline backdrops.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

UCLA - Westwood: 
Collegiate atmosphere with
beautiful architecture.

Caltech - Pasadena:
Known for its historic buildings
and lovely gardens. 

Santa Barbara Historical
Museum: 
Offers a taste of colonial Spanish
history.

Saguaro Palm Springs:
Colorful, vibrant hotel with a
retro feel.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

San Juan Capistrano Mission: 
Rich in history with stunning old
architecture.

The Broad in LA: 
Contemporary art museum with
a unique honeycomb facade. 

Rodeo Drive + Beverly Hills: 
Luxurious shopping street with
elegant surroundings.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Greystone Mansion, Beverly
Hills:
A grand estate reflecting old-
world European charm with its
detailed Gothic and neoclassical
architecture. 

Union Station, Downtown LA: 
Features majestic architecture
reminiscent of Europe`s grand
train stations.

European Chic

Griffith Observatory, Los Angeles: 
Offers an iconic backdrop with
neoclassical design that
resembles Ancient Greek and
Roman architecture. 



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Virginia Robinson Gardens,
Beverly Hills:
This estate provides lush
gardens and classic structures
that echo the grandeur of
European landscapes. 

The Huntington Library, Art
Museum, and Botanical Gardens,
San Marino: 
Features expensive gardens and
art collections housed in
European-style buildings .

Pasadena Castle Green,
Pasadena: 
A historic building with elaborate
Victorian and Moorish
architectural elements
reminiscent of a European castle.

Ojai Valley Inn & Spa, Ojai: 
This resort offers Spanish
colonial architecture and
picturesque landscapes similar
to those found in the
Mediterranean.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Red Rock Canyon:
Majestic red cliffs and desert
landscapes provide a dramatic
setting. 

Angeles National Forest: 
Offers vast wilderness areas
perfect for capturing natural
beauty.

Fields 

Vasquez Rocks, Agua Dulce: 
Features striking rock
formations that create a surreal
landscape. 



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Palm Springs Desert: 
Iconic desert scenery that gives
a minimalist expansive
backdrop.

Torrey Pines State Reserve:
Known for its rugged coastline
and natural beauty. 

Rancho Palos Verdes: 
Offers stunning views of the
Pacific Ocean and cliffs.

Joshua Tree:
Distinctive Joshua trees and
rock landscapes provide a
unique desert setting.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Glamis Sand Dunes: 
The vast dunes offer a dramatic
and otherworldly scene. 

Forest

Greystone Mansion, Beverly
Hills: 
Besides its architectural beauty,
it features lush wooded areas. 

Los Angels Arboretum, Arcadia: 
A variety of gardens and natural
landscapes mimic wild forests.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Ferndell Trail, Griffith Park: 
A lush, green trail that feels like
a forested retreat in the heart of
the city.

Griffith Park, Los Angeles:
Offers extensive wooded areas
and natural scenery. 

Malibu Creek State Park: 
Features oak woodlands, tall
grass plains, and serene natural
landscapes .

Oak Canyon Nature Center,
Anaheim:
A natural park featuring dense
oak woodland and a year-round
steam.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Angeles National Forest: 
Known for its lush forests and
scenic beauty. 

Laguna Niguel Botanical
Preserve: 
Offers beautifully maintained
gardens and forest-like areas.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Northern California 
European Chic

Filoli Historic House & Gardens,
Woodside: 
This estate features a grand
mansion with formal gardens
that reflect an English
Renaissance era, perfect for
European-style elegance.

Palace of Fine Arts, San
Francisco: 
Iconic Greco-Roman
architecture creating a stunning
backdrop for any photo session.

Stanford University, Palo Alto:
The campus boasts beautiful
collegiate Gothic and
Romanesque buildings.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

The Legion of Honor, San
Francisco: 
A museum with a French
neoclassical building in a
setting that overlooks the
Golden Gate Bridge, perfect for
capturing elegant and cultured
photos. 

Dunsmuir Hellman Historic
Estate, Oakland: 
Offers a majestic neoclassical
revival mansion set within lush
grounds, ideal for refined and
grand photographs.

Natural Landscapes

Muir Woods National
Monument:
Renowned for its towering old-
growth redwood trees, providing
a breathtaking natural cathedral.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Point Reyes National Seashore: 
Offers rugged, unspoiled
coastal beauty ideal for
dramatic backdrops.

Mount Tamalpais State Park:
Provides panoramic views of the
surrounding hills and the distant
cityscape of San Francisco. 

Golden Gate Park, San
Francisco:
Not only does it have lush
gardens, but also architectural
features and open spaces that
offer a variety of photo
opportunities.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

San Francisco City Hall:
An architectural marvel with its
grand Beaux-Arts edifice is
perfect for sophisticated city
shots. 

The Painted Ladies, San
Francisco: 
Victorian homes that are iconic
symbols of San Francisco and
provide a quaint, historical
backdrop.

Urban & Architectural

Treasure Island, San Francisco: 
Offers spectacular views of the
San Francisco skyline and the
Bay Bridge, ideal for urban
landscape photography. 



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Jack London Square, Oakland: 
This vibrant waterfront location
is filled with scenic docks and
industrial chic surrounding. 

Fields and Open Spaces

Crissy Field, San Francisco: 
Provides open fields and direct
views of the Golden Gate
Bridge, excellent for outdoor
natural shots. 

Sonoma Valley: 
Known for its vineyards and
open landscapes, it gives a
romantic and pastoral setting.



b. List of recommended locations for engagement
photo sessions in California 

Alameda Beach: 
Offers long stretches of sand
with views of the San Francisco
skyline, great for sunset photos. 

Half Moon Bay: 
The coastal area features
beaches, cliffs, and the rural
charm of nearby farms.



c. Timing and Sun Calculator 

Choosing the right time for your photo
session is crucial for capturing stunning
imagery. Here’s how to make the best of
your shoot regardless of the time of day



c. Timing and Sun Calculator 

Aim foe a session during the golden hour - either half an
hour before or an hour before sunset. 
This time provides a soft, flattering light that enhances
the natural beauty of the setting and offers that sought-
after golden glow.

Golden hour magic 

If shooting during golden hour isn't
feasible, consider overcast days which can
also provide diffused light that is even and
flattering, eliminating harsh shadows and
glaring highlights.

Alternative to Golden hour



c. Timing and Sun Calculator 

Leverage tools like a Sun Calc to pinpoint the optimal
shooting times specific to your location. These apps
provide precise timings for sunrise, sunset, and golden
hours, allowing for perfect planning according to natural
lighting conditions.

Utilizing a sun calculator

To ensure a more personal and
uninterrupted session, schedule your shoot
on a weekday. This can help avoid the
crowds often found in popular locations
during weekends, allowing for a more
intimate and relaxed photography
experience.

Avoiding crowds 



a.Wardrobe 

Selecting the right wardrobe for your
engagement photos is more than just
picking outfits; it's about showcasing your
personalities in harmony with your
surroundings. Here’s a condensed guide to
help you dress impressively yet comfortably



a.Wardrobe 

Comfort and Confidence:
Choose outfits that make you feel both
comfortable and confident. Your
comfort translates directly into more
natural and relaxed photos.

Show Your True Self: 
Let your clothes reflect your personal
style. Whether casual or formal, your
attire should be a reflection of you.

Match the Setting: 
Outfits should complement the location
to enhance the aesthetic coherence of
your photos. For example, opt for a
flowing dress for beach settings or
sophisticated attire for city scenes.



a.Wardrobe 

Coordinate Colors:
Pick outfits that coordinate well together
without clashing. Subtle color
coordination can visually link your
images beautifully.

Simplicity in Patterns and Colors:
Choose colors that suit the mood of the
shoot and your skin tones, and avoid
busy patterns that could distract from
your faces.

Textures for Depth: 
Incorporate various textures through
materials like lace or knits to add depth
to your images.



b. Tips for Choosing Accessories 

Accessories
When selecting accessories for your engagement
session, aim for items that complement and enhance
your overall look without overshadowing it. Choose
pieces that resonate with the style of your outfit and the
session's location—like a delicate bracelet or classic
cufflinks. It's helpful to coordinate the accessories
between you and your partner to create a cohesive look. 

Consider including functional accessories such as stylish
hats or elegant shawls that not only add to your
appearance but also offer versatility throughout the
shoot.



b. Tips for Choosing Accessories 

Footwear
Choosing the right footwear is essential for both comfort
and style during your engagement session. Opt for shoes
that not only match the aesthetic of your outfits but are
also appropriate for the location. For instance, stylish
flats are suitable for a beach setting, while chic boots or
polished loafers work well for cityscapes. 

Ensure your shoes are comfortable enough to move
around in, as you'll likely be standing or walking for
extended periods. Bringing an additional pair provides
an opportunity to switch up your look and ensures
continued comfort throughout your session.



c. Hair & make up 

When it comes to getting ready for your
engagement session, think of your hair and
makeup as an expression of your personal
style. You want to feel completely yourself, so
choose styles that resonate with your
individual taste rather than just following the
latest trends. If it feels right to you, you’ll
naturally exude confidence and charm in your
photos



c. Hair & make up 

Set up your makeup and hair styling session
near a window where natural light can really
enhance the process, giving your stylists the
best possible conditions to work their magic. 

It’s a good idea to have a trial run before the
photo shoot. This allows you to test out different
looks and see what feels best, ensuring
everything goes smoothly on the actual day.
Trust me, investing in professional stylists is
worth every penny. They have the skills to
accentuate your features and give you that
perfect glow, making sure you look and feel
stunning from every angle.

Hair & make up



c. Hair & make up 

Helpful hint 

Arrange a trial session for
your wedding hair and
makeup during your
engagement shoot to
ensure a professionally
styled look.



a. Mastering the pose: natural and stunning engagement shots

[ P O S E S  A N D
P H O T O G R A P H E R  I N T E R A C T I O N ]

We present a curated selection
of breathtaking poses and
frames that epitomize the
artistry possible in engagement
photo and video sessions. While
every love story is uniquely
captivating, the poses we
showcase here are designed to
inspire and guide couples. 

Our aim is to illustrate how, with the right
guidance and creativity, your engagement
shoot can vividly bring out the essence of
your bond, ensuring each photograph and
video feels as extraordinary as your own
love story.



a. Mastering the pose: natural and stunning engagement shots

The classic win - win option is better
to shoot in motion. 

Holding hands

Sharing a kiss
Never freeze or stop - and you
movements will be lively and
natural.



a. Mastering the pose: natural and stunning engagement shots

There are many options - hugs both
face to face and from behind,
perfectly combined with light kisses. 

Embracing

Profile
A classic shot when you are face to
face.Warm pictures and an eye-to-
eye look. 



a. Mastering the pose: natural and stunning engagement shots

Don`t stop! The more movements
the better - hugging and continuing
the walk is a win-win option. 

Walking 

Far away scenery shot 
It is necessary to show the
surroundings and the impression of
everything that was around.



a. Mastering the pose: natural and stunning engagement shots

Try to pull your nose towards your
partner - the neck will look thin and
elegant.

Head - on - shoulder

Hug from behind 
The term `like behind a stone wall` is
best suited. Great pictures that will
decorate the printed canvases! 



a. Mastering the pose: natural and stunning engagement shots

Spinning, improvising and dancing
are win-win ideas for such shots. 

Lifting up in the air

Sitting on the ground
You can`t always sit on the ground,
but interaction and hugs will
complement each other.



a. Mastering the pose: natural and stunning engagement shots

What you need. These are the
photos that look great when printed. 

Classic portrait 

Forehead kiss
A gentle kiss on the forehead - try
not to pull out lips, but just touch
your lips 



We explore how good direction
can transform your engagement
photo shoot into a vibrant and
emotionally rich experience. 

b. Directing the shoots: creating cinematic memories 

A skilled photographer does more than just
suggest poses - they craft an atmosphere,
directing scenes that bring your unique love story
to life. 

This process involves guiding you through actions
and scenarios that naturally evolve from one pose
to another, ensuring that each frame captures a
moment filled with genuine emotion.



b. Directing the shoots: creating cinematic memories 

By strategically orchestrating these
scenes, we create not just photos,
but memories imbued with life and
feeling. It’s about making the
session enjoyable and memorable,
allowing you to engage naturally
with each other while we capture the
magic. 

This approach ensures that the final images are
not only visually stunning but also a true
representation of your bond — vivid with the
emotions and joy shared during the shoot.



To achieve a gentle and
beautiful look, consider the
following tips: 

c. The art highlighting details: making photos light and elegant  

01
Choose light, natural settings that provide a
serene backdrop, such as open skies or
gently swaying trees.

02Opt for soft, pastel colors in attire or props,
which can add a subtle romantic vibe to the
scene.



c. The art highlighting details: making photos light and elegant  

03
Play with natural light, especially during the
golden hours of sunrise or sunset, to bathe
your images in a warm, flattering glow. 

04
Lastly, encourage spontaneous moments to
capture natural expressions and
interactions, as these often bring the most
heartfelt and graceful touches to your
memories. 



By focusing on these elements, your
photographs will not only tell your love story
but will do so with a timeless elegance.

c. The art highlighting details: making photos light and elegant  



d. Painting as inspiration: tapping into the classics 

We explore how the timeless beauty of
classical paintings enriches our approach to
capturing your moments. Imagine the soft,
delicate lighting and poised elegance found
in a Renaissance portrait; these elements
can dramatically elevate your wedding
photos and videos. We study the masters to
understand how light plays across a face or
a landscape, and how a simple pose can
convey profound emotion. 

Painting

This inspiration from the past informs
our work, allowing us to craft images
that are not only about your love but
also a piece of art in themselves.
Let’s bring the sophistication of
classic art into the story of your
special day, creating scenes that feel
both timeless and intimately yours.



[ E N G A G E M E N T  V I D E O G R A P H Y ]
a. How to create cinematic video masterpiece about your

love 

Final steps

Unique style:
Showcase your unique style during your
engagement session by letting your
photos reflect your personalities and love
story. Whether through specific themes,
natural settings, or personal items like a
vintage bike or favorite book, make each
moment your own. Experiment with
poses and locations to truly represent
your relationship.

Remember, the most important aspect is
to be yourselves and enjoy the process.
This approach ensures your photos will
be timeless and cherished.



a. How to create cinematic video masterpiece about your
love 

Props: adding a person touch:
Integrating props and accessories into
your engagement session is a fantastic
way to reflect your unique style.
Consider using items that hold special
significance for you both, like a hand-
written love letter or your favorite musical
instrument. 

These personal touches, along with
creative poses and diverse locations, will
not only make your session more
enjoyable but also help capture the
genuine essence of your bond. Keep it
authentic, have fun, and create
memories that truly represent who you
are as a couple.



b. Key tips and secrets of videography 

Final tips

Here are some quick tips for a flawless
engagement session: 

First, eat well beforehand - you'll
need energy for all the posing! 

Arrive early to make the most of the
light, and avoid salty foods and
alcohol the day before to stay bloat-
free and photo-ready.

Polish your ring and steam your
outfits so they're perfect for the
shoot, and rest well to avoid tired
eyes.

Bring comfortable shoes to ease
moving between photo spots, and
pack light to stay agile. 



b. Key tips and secrets of videography 

Keeping these tips in mind will make your
session not only smooth but also enjoyable,
ensuring beautiful photos that capture your
love story.



b. Key tips and secrets of videography 

Visual references guide

Creating a visual reference guide is essential to
align your engagement session with your personal
style.

Compile a collection of images from Pinterest,
Instagram, or magazines to show your preferred styles,
moods, and poses. This helps your photographer and
videographer capture the essence of what you love,
ensuring your photos reflect your unique tastes. 

Include varied images to cover backgrounds, lighting,
and compositions, and consider adding pose examples
for specific shots you desire. 

By providing these references, you help tailor the session to your
vision, enhancing the shoot’s creativity and ensuring the results truly
resonate with your love story.



b. Key tips and secrets of videography 

“As visual artists, we
transform fleeting moments
into enduring treasures,
crafting artifacts that will
outlast us and be valued for
generations. We create
legacies, not just
photographs.”

Dreem Wood



CONTACT US

Let`s connect and create memories together

W: www.dreamwood.pro
E: hello@dreamwood.pro

I: @dreamwood.pro


